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Trafficked persons are often victims of abuse such as rape, 
torture, debt bondage, unlawful confinement, and threats 
against their family or other persons close to them as 
well as other forms of physical, sexual and psychological 
violence. The demand for cheap labour, sexual services 
and certain criminal activities are among the root causes 
of trafficking while a lack of opportunity, resources and 
social standing are other contributing factors.

Minister of Home Affairs, Hon. Motlalentoa Letsosa also 
passed his special thanks to the Government of Japan 
and its people for the generous gesture of funding and 

IOM for implementing the rehabilitation of the facility. He 
said as a key ministry to tackle this human trafficking, as 
a Minister, he had made tireless efforts towards counter 
trafficking for over the past 6 months, and the Cabinet 
has established sub-committee to effectively tackle with 
human trafficking, which finally let to the approval of 
proposed amendment to the Anti Trafficking in Persons 
law by the Cabinet.

To finalise the official handing over, Deed of Donation 
was signed between IOM and Ministry of Home 
Affairs.
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IOM Provides Migration Data Literacy Training for Government 
Officials

Lack of disaggregated, reliable, 
timely and comparable migration 
data for evidence-based policy 
making is a challenge that is facing 
a lot of IOM Southern African 
member states, Lesotho is not an 
exception. Under-utilization of data 
is also one factor that contributes 
to formulation of policies that are 
not backed by evidence. Lesotho 
has started addressing this 
challenge with support from IOM 
Development Fund (IDF).

To enhance evidence-based policy 
making and to promote demand of data by technocrats 
who influence policy, IOM organized a three-day training 
on data literacy from 24 to 26 February 2021 for the 
National Consultative Committee on Migration (NCC) and 
the Migration Data Working Group (MDWG). The working 
group forms a necessary institutional structure to support 

the coordination role of the Bureau of Statistics for timely 
data. The training was intended to build capacity of data 
producing ministries and institutions on the supply side 
of data and the NCC on the demand side for utilization of 
data in policy formulation. 

Government officials during Migration Data Literacy Training. ©IOM 
2021/Tsepo Molefi


